
Margaret Tennant was 

previously Professor of History 

at Massey University and now 

works as a freelance historian. 

She has published widely on 

women’s history and the history 

of welfare in New Zealand, 

focussing most recently on the 

relationship between voluntary 

charity and the welfare state.

‘Across the Street, Across the World 

will grip the attention of those inside 

and outside the Red Cross world. It 

opens an important light on a great 

deal of the history of New Zealand 

and New Zealand in the world over 

the past century’.  Professor 

Charlotte Macdonald
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Red Cross has reached across New 

Zealand society over one hundred 

years, drawing upon a multitude of 

volunteers: women and men, children 

and adults, the well-to-do and those 

from more ordinary walks of life. In 

situations of war and emergency, and in 

responding to the adversities of civilian 

life, the name of the Red Cross has 

become a byword for effective, impartial 

assistance. As part of a vast international 

humanitarian movement, New Zealand 

Red Cross workers and donors have 

played key roles as global citizens. 

This story touches upon many themes 

in the social history of New Zealand, 

exploring, through the lens of one 

organisation, the on-going impact of 

war on transitions to peace, the role of 

charity within a welfare state, and the 

interplay of professional and managerial 

forces with a changing voluntary 

ethos. Whether providing education in 

International Humanitarian Law, parcels 

for prisoners of war, meals on wheels, 

aid workers for the most challenging 

overseas emergencies, or  ‘warmer 

packs’ of blankets and hot water bottles 

after the Canterbury earthquakes, 

New Zealand Red Cross has proved 

itself a versatile and trusted source of 

humanitarian aid irrespective of colour, 

creed or conviction. This book explores 

how, and why.
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The book is due for release in late July 2015.
Cost (including GST): 
Recommended retail price: $60 + postage and packaging
Wholesale/Red Cross Member: $45 + postage and packaging
Price for postage and packaging:
One book: $5
Two books: $6
Three to six books: $7.50
More than six: $7.50 per six books
To order your copy of the book: Please fi ll in the section below 
and email to erica.duff @redcross.org.nz or pay by direct credit 
or cheque as instructed in the form below.

For 100 years now, Red Cross has been hard at work in 
New Zealand helping wherever they are needed most. 

Social historian Margaret Tennant has followed the lives of 
members, volunteers and donors to uncover the history of 
Red Cross in New Zealand. The depth and breadth of her research 
is evident in her new book: Across the street, across the world: 
A history of the Red Cross in New Zealand 1915–2015.

This book touches on many themes in the social history of 
New Zealand.
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